
Mr. Collins has five children, a 20-year-old set of
twins, a 16-year-old set of twins, and a 12-year-old
daughter. He grew up well off in Rockville, Maryland,
with a supportive family and surrounded by sports:
“I've told this to a thousand kids, I grew up very
privileged in a very nice neighborhood,” he says. “I
[also] played a lot of sports, that was my identity.”  

While Mr. Jester is now serving a new community,
many of his attributes and values, such as his
eagerness to help students, are still very present at
FHS, and Mr. Collins only seems eager to continue
them. He is a man who is dedicated towards helping
and providing the students and faculty with
resources to make sure that we reach our school’s
new mission: “We empower amazing people who will
go and live extraordinary lives.” 

Every school in the county has a mission and vision
statement, but Mr. Collins brings with him a Just
Cause, which to him is even more meaningful. A Just
Cause to Mr. Collins is a dedication. It’s a dedication
that ensures that every student and every teacher
becomes the best that they can be. “My just cause is
to get others to see their potential as themselves,
but also as a part of something greater than
themselves,” he says. “So they can be amazing
people and do great things. That’s what I was as a
coach, as a teacher, as an administrator, and what I
hope to be as a parent, too.”  
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Welcome back to FHS, Mr. Collins!

He might be new here, but at least he knows his way
around the building! After working at Fallston High
School (FHS) many years before as a history teacher in
room 210, Mr. Collins has returned, and he’s ready to
give FHS all he's got.

After Mr. Jester’s transfer to Havre de Grace High to
serve as principal there, Mr. Joseph Collins is proud to
be taking over the role as the new principal of FHS,
even bringing with him a new mission to take our
existing “proud tradition of excellence” into the future,
inspiring our students to do great things with their
lives. 

Before coming to FHS, Mr. Collins worked at Aberdeen
Middle, Fallston, C. Milton Wright, Joppatowne,
Edgewood, and Patterson Mill, acquiring valuable
experience in and out of the classroom, from teacher to
coach to assistant principal. The most recent item on
his resumé is an eight-year run as the Principal of
Harford Technical High School. His time at FHS as a
history teacher spanned from 1994-2002, and he is more
than happy to be back. 

Mr. Collins has worked in schools for more than 31 years,
and he doesn’t plan to stop anytime soon. He has a
passion for what he does, and he always puts his best
effort into his work and ensures that all the students’
needs are met and attended to, even stating, “I don’t
work, I don’t have a job, I have a vocation and I love
what I do.” 

A lot of changes are coming to FHS, some of which
include renovations to the campus, both indoors and
out, and beyond the physical, Mr. Collins is also
passionate about his philosophy surrounding the way
teachers and students should be treated. This
philosophy comes in the form of the motto, “seen,
heard, and valued,” and he is quite serious about
making sure every student IS seen, heard, and valued. “I
want [athletes] to feel as seen, heard, and valued as the
really quiet and shy [student] who doesn’t do anything
or play anything,” he says. “I want everyone to at least
feel it.”

Since arriving at FHS this past July, Mr. Collins has been
adjusting well by building relationships with his faculty
and the student body. Most of the time, you can find
him walking the hallways, checking in on classrooms, or
working in the office. But he can also be found hanging
out in the gym or the social studies cluster, two of the
places he holds closest to him from his time here as a
teacher and a coach. Outside of school he can be found
coaching soccer games for his children, hiking, or
spending time with his family and friends. 

Photo by Delaney Nicolaus
Mr. Collins feels at home in the Social Studies
cluster, especially Room 210, which was his
classroom when he was a teacher here at FHS!





DRESS CODE, GRADES, AND
CELL PHONES – WHAT DOES
OUR STUDENT BODY THINK? 

C O L I N  M C E L H O S E
S T A F F  R E P O R T E R

Whether you’re a freshman, sophomore,
junior, or senior, last school year caused
many changes in how you lived your life
and experienced your education. Now,
students are back in Fallston High
School, settling into a new normal that
has some significant differences from the
last time students attended a full year of
school. 

One of the biggest changes that has
caused a lot of discourse among the
student body is the more rigorous
enforcement of the dress code. Harford
County Public Schools has always had a
dress code of a stricter caliber, but it was
up to the principal of each school to set
the tone for how strictly the dress code
would be enforced. In the past, dress
code enforcement was lenient, which
caused many students to become
comfortable in their style and how they
dressed, meaning that the recent stricter
enforcement of the dress code caused
some conflict early on in the year
between the students and administration.
 
The Print staff sat down with our new
Principal, Mr. Collins, to get to know him
better, and during the interview, the
topic of the dress code came up. He
expressed his understanding of student
complaints, proving that he lives by his
motto of being seen, heard, and valued.
He explained how he understands some
of the dress code is outdated, but mainly
wants to stay true to the policies set by
HCPS. Mr. Collins also touched on the
hot topic of midriffs and their
acceptability on the FHS campus, stating,
“I don’t mind midriffs, I really don’t. The
issue is where the line is drawn: When
does a midriff become a bra?” Although
he has mainly stuck to his opinion of the
dress code, as he has stated on the
morning announcements, he is open to
student opinion and suggestions, asking
people to meet with him if they have a
concern or they don’t feel seen, heard, or
valued. 

He has asked The Print staff to
encourage students who may want to
directly meet with him to reach out to
him by email: joseph.collins@hcps.org. 

That being said, let’s hear from the student
body and some of our students’ leading
complaints about the dress code. Trends are
constantly changing, and right now, crop
tops and “short shorts” have made their way
back into the spotlight, and subsequently,
the spotlight of the school dress code. These
trends don’t exactly align with the current
HCPS dress code, which happens to mostly
target girls’ clothing, so some girls at FHS
have even begun “soft-campaigns” to relax
the dress code on girls through emailing
administrators and speaking out publicly on
their social media platforms or in person. 

Taylor Carden, a student in Ms. Centofante’s
A1 Creative Writing class, weighed in with
her opinion, saying, “I think that as long as
the clothing is respectful and is not
triggering anyone, I think it is fine. People
should be able to express themselves no
matter what their body looks like.” Gage
Pruett, a football player for FHS, was a bit
more comical with his response but still got
his point across, adding, “Shoulders have
never distracted me.”  

Photo Courtesy of FHS website:



Students who are passionate about the
dress code may continue to pursue
updating its standards, but another policy
should be on students’ radar, too. Coming
off last year’s unique circumstances, our
administration has implemented a late-
work policy that allows students to turn
work in for no deductions up to two
weeks late. Teachers are also being
encouraged to allow for retakes and
resubmissions of work, depending on the
circumstances. In that same vein, there is
also a new policy that prohibits teachers
from awarding extra credit.  

The late-work policy originated last year
when technical difficulties or other
interruptions at home during virtual
instruction prevented some students from
meeting deadlines. Maintaining that
policy this year – at least for now – is
intended to help students ease back into
the routine of school and the necessity of
meeting deadlines.  

The rationale behind the discontinuation
of offering extra credit is, according to
our administration, that actual grades,
with no extra credit, are simply a more
accurate depiction of student success.
Actual grades better reflect the students’
abilities than grades inflated by extra
credit. 

Perhaps the most impactful new policy is
the prohibition of cell phones in
homerooms and the hallways. Phones
have always been up to teacher discretion
during class, based on how their use
might support instruction, so that policy
remains the same. 

The new restrictions in homeroom and
the hallways have been an adjustment for
many students, to say the least. The
general rationale is that our
administration wants to create a culture
where students aren’t glued to their
electronics. As for homeroom, they want
students to pay attention to the morning
announcements, not their phones. 
All teachers are applying this new ban,
but some reception is more positive than
others. Mr. Rychwalski had nothing but
good things to say about the ban, stating,
“My homeroom doesn’t seem to mind as
much. There’s more communication
amongst students, and it seems that the
ban truly does allow students to pay more
attention to the announcements.”

Some teachers were mixed on the ban,
believing it can be positive but also have
hindrances. “There is value behind the
thought in not having cellphones in
homeroom, but I personally believe that
students should be able to have their phones
in homeroom, but not during the five-minute
period that the announcements play,”
explained Ms. Rizer. She acknowledged that
whether students have their phones or not,
some will pay attention to the announcements
and some won’t, but she ultimately settled on
the opinion that keeping phones away during
announcements is best.   

Ms. Centofante is also on the fence, like Ms.
Rizer. She is enforcing the cell phone policy,
but she does mention that it would be nice if
“we had some choice,” given the fact that she
has had “the same homeroom for four years
and can trust them.”  

Whether students and teachers approve of
the homeroom policy, the greater impact
comes throughout the day. The driving force
behind this policy – breaking the habit of
being glued to phones – is mostly well
received from the student body.  

“At first, I was skeptical of the policy because I
feel more comfortable and safer knowing that
if something happened, I would have my
phone nearby to reach someone,” explained
senior Jena Vanskiver. “Now that I have gotten
used to the policy and know that teachers are
not strictly enforcing the caddy rule, I feel
much better about the rule. It still allows me
to have my phone close by if I need it, yet out
of my sight and mind when I am in class.”  

One thing we know for sure is that Mr. Collins
truly does believe in the idea that students
should be seen, heard, and valued. He wants
the school to be a place where kids can feel
welcome and be themselves. While he believes
the old FAHS motto, “A Proud Tradition of
Excellence,” is important to recognize, he
wants to push Fallston into the moment of
now and put the student body at the forefront
of how FHS will operate in accordance with
our new mission: “We empower amazing
people who will go and live extraordinary
lives."



APPLES "CALFORNIA
STREAMING" EVENT

Apple's "California streaming" event
Emily Atha
Staff Reporter

When you think back to the first
phone you ever had, you may
remember a chunky, dated, primitive
brick of an iPhone. Maybe you’re
an upperclassman who started out
with the iPhone 6, or iPhone 7.
Though the first iPhones were
novel at the time of their release,
their capabilities were limited
compared to the technology at our
fingertips today.  

Apple has come a long way since
the first iPhones were announced in
January of 2007. Almost 15 years
later, here’s a recap of what was
announced earlier this month, on
September 14th at Apple’s
“California Streaming” event. Included
in this article are a few key facts
on the main products announced,
which may help you decide if the
newest releases are worth the
upgrade! 

Recap of Event:

iPad A15
Bionic chip 

iPhone 13 /
iPhone 13 Pro 

iPad
Mini/iPad

10.2 

Apple
Watch

Series 7 

Scroll
down to
open the
apps and
find out

more info!

Watch full event:  https://www.apple.com/apple-events/september-2021/  

https://www.apple.com/apple-events/september-2021/


The new iPhone 13, although it’s like the iPhone 12, has made some improvements in its camera system, durability,
design, and battery life. The area called the “notch,” where the front camera for selfies and face ID are on
the front of the iPhone, has been resized so that it is 20 percent smaller, to reduce the size of features
blocking the screen. Along with the addition of the revolutionary A15 chip, the iPhone 13 durability has been
maintained with a flat edge design and water resistance. Additionally, the inside layout of the iPhone 13 has been
remodeled for what all iPhone users have been waiting for: an iPhone battery upgrade. The new battery has
charging capabilities that can hold a single charge for up to 2.5 hours longer than any other iPhone.  
The iPhone 13 Pro gets its name from the Pro camera system it includes, which incorporates next-level
hardware and enhanced software to reach advanced photo and filmmaking techniques. The iPhone 13 Pro
contains most of the features included in the iPhone 13, such as the A15 Bionic chip. On top of this, it includes a
third camera, and a few extra features which allow the iPhone to photograph even the smallest details and
film in atmospheres of low light. Since the new iPhone 13 Pro has cameras fit for recording detailed videos
and lengthy cinematic films, Apple created an option for up to a Terabyte of storage. For those of you who
haven’t taken AP Computer Science Principles with J. Canatella, that’s 1000 Gigabytes, a considerable amount
more than what some older iPhone users may be working with. 

To begin to unpack this virtual event, it is crucial to
understand a feature that is now being incorporated into
the newest technology released by Apple. Underneath the
screen of the fastest Apple devices to date is a new A15
bionic chip. It works faster than the A14 bionic chip
released in last year’s iPad and the iPhone 12. The A15 Bionic
is currently the world’s fastest smartphone chip. It delivers
up to 50 percent faster graphics, preserves battery life
while completing complex tasks, has an engine which
performs up to 15.8 trillion operations per second, and
protects personal information like Face ID data, contacts,
and more.  
According to Apple.com, “What’s truly unique about Apple is
that we don’t just start with a superfast chip and build
features around it. Instead, we start with an idea about a
great experience we’d like you to have, and then we all
work together to bring it to life.” The A15 Bionic chip can
be found in the iPhone 13, iPhone 13 Pro, and iPad Mini from    
the “California Streaming” event. 

The iPad Mini is also expected to include the new A15 chip that
is being incorporated into the newest Apple devices. The new
iPad Mini has more narrow borders, allowing Apple to
increase the screen size to 8.3 inches, while maintaining the
smaller size of the iPad Mini.  The iPad Mini, which prior to the
event hadn't been updated since 2019, now includes 5G
capabilities and a USB-C port for connecting a wider variety
of accessories and for charging. Though the iPad Mini is
indeed mini, it can still connect with an Apple pencil and a
Smart Folio just like larger, full-sized iPads. 
 Also announced on September 14th was the latest version of
the iPad. The iPad contains the A13 chip and a 12 Megapixel
ultra-wide camera which enables a popular feature from the
iPad pro: Center Stage. Center Stage is what Apple calls the
relocation of the front camera to the center of the screen.
This feature makes video calls, recording videos, and
FaceTime more natural and keeps iPad users centered. The
iPad has twice the storage as last year’s released iPad, at 64
gigabytes.   

Also announced at “California Streaming” was the next
generation of the Apple Watch. The screen on Apple’s series
7 watch is nearly 20 percent larger than the series 6
(released last year), and 50 percent larger than the series 3
(released in 2017). Apple reduced the borders of the
smartwatch to 1.7 millimeters. The case and display have
rounded edges and softer corners to make the screen
seamless, more crack resistant, and up to 70 percent
brighter indoors. The Series 7 is the first Apple Watch to
have IP6X certification, meaning it is fully dust tight, blocking
dirt from damaging the product. Now included on the screen
is a full keyboard, so users can choose to view all letters
rather than having to draw each letter out as seen in previous
generations. The series 7 was announced to be available later
this fall.  

Chief Executive Officer of Apple, Tim Cook, spoke at the keynote event
recorded in the Steve Jobs Theater, to be aired on September 14, 2021.

Photo Courtesy of Google Images:



Earlier this month, Texas passed “The Texas Heartbeat Act,”
prohibiting women from getting abortions as early as 6
weeks (about 1 and a half months) or when a heartbeat is
detected. This law is one of the stricter abortion laws in the
United States, and many have issued local bans, with 30
cities in Texas setting their own abortion laws. While many
pro-lifers feel that this 6-week timeline is a step in the right
direction, others are outraged by this decision, considering
that on average, women first find out that they are pregnant
when they are already four to seven weeks along.
       
Other states that allow abortions have a 20-24 week (about
5 and a half months) cut off. According to Medical News
Today, “Since the Supreme Court announced its decision,
the new law has come under strong public scrutiny, with
many experts and public figures pointing out that what
legally counts as ‘6 weeks of pregnancy,’ which is too soon
for most people to even realize that they are pregnant.” 
       
Pro-Lifers had a very positive reception to the law, many
gathering and celebrating with dances and commending the
acts of Texas officials on social media platforms and forums.
Even then, many pro-life activists are still pushing for more
decisive action on the abortion debate. They may even push
for another law that would abolish abortion regardless of
the presence of a heartbeat. 
 

NEW TEXAS LAW ON ABORTION
STRIKES DEBATE ACROSS THE

COUNTRY 
 

 

Madeline Eckstein 
Staff Reporter 

 

The pro-choice side, however, showed their distaste
for the law by taking to social media and some even
protesting outside of Justice Kavanaugh’s home on
Monday, September 13th. While pro-choice
protesters with the group “Austin National
Organization for Women” were seen outside of the
Texas State Capital to stand their ground on
opposing this law, pro-lifers were seen dancing,
joyfully. According to NBC, “The group Heartbeat
Worship says it gathered in celebration of ‘mothers
and fathers who are in the process of making the
decision to choose life.’” 

While the country is divided on this topic, the Biden
administration has weighed in and made their
stance noticeably clear. The US attorney general,
Merrick Garland, spoke during a press conference
on Thursday, September 9th stating that “the justice
department has filed a lawsuit against the state of
Texas.” He went on to say that the law was “clearly
unconstitutional” and that “this statutory scheme is
to prevent women from exercising their
constitutional rights by thwarting judicial review for
as long as possible.” 

Photo Courtesy of NPR.org

Protesters demonstrate outside the Texas Capitol in
Austin in late May when the bill was signed. 

Photo Courtesy of Wikipedia

Signing of the Texas Heartbeat Act in May.





 

 

 

 

 

 

Q: What subject and
specific course do you
teach? 
A: "Chemistry and Earth
and Environmental
Systems."
 
Q: Could you describe your
background in education? 
A: “I graduated this May
from Lebanon Valley
College, in Annville,
Pennsylvania, with a
degree in Chemistry.” 

Q: What is something you
would want your students
to know about you as a
teacher? 
A: He applies his humor to
his classes as he always
tries his best to make
people laugh. He adds that
“the jokes might not always
be funny, but I’ll still try.” 

Q: What is a fun or unique
fact about yourself that
you can share with the
student body? 
A: “I have been in 10
musicals! I have also seen 6
different musicals on
Broadway.” 

 

Q: What subject and specific
courses do you teach?
A: Family Consumer Sciences
and Introduction and
Advanced Food Prep

Q: Could you describe your
background in education?
A: “I have an associate's
degree in Innkeeping and
Restaurant Management, a
Bachelor’s in Business:
Hospitality Tourism, and a
Master’s in Hospitality
Tourism.”

Q: What is something you
would want your students
to know about you as a
teacher?
A: “Food is my passion! I love
cooking and everything that
goes with it!”

Q: What is a unique fact
about yourself that you can
share with the student
body?
A: “In 2012 I had a Kickstarter
campaign and used the
money to bottle my home-
made hot sauce. I called it
Michelle’s Gourmet Hot
Sauce. I sold my hot sauce in
Harris Teeters throughout
Maryland, Washington D.C.,
and Virginia. I still make it
for family and friends to this
day.”

NEW TEACHERS IN
COUGAR NATION!

Q: What subject and
specific course do you
teach? 
A: "Business and
accounting."

Q: Could you describe your
background in education? 
A: This is Ms. Davis’ first year as
a teacher. “I graduated with a
degree in business and worked
for the department of the army
for three years before coming
to FHS.”

Q: What is something you
would want your students
to know about you as a
teacher? 
A: “I have always wanted to
be a teacher and am so
happy and excited to be
here! I can’t wait to learn
more and adapt my
teaching style to better
serve my students and FHS.” 

Q: What is a fun or unique
fact about yourself that you
can share with the student
body? 
A: Ms. Davis has lived in four
different states and two
countries! 

Q: What subject and
specific course do you
teach? 
"English 2, Honors English 2,
and Drama 1."
 
Q: Could you describe your
background in education? 
A: “I received my bachelors
from Stevenson in English
Lit with a minor in theatre. I
then received my master's
in teaching at Towson in
2014.” Before coming to
FHS, Ms. Partin taught 7th
grade language arts at
Edgewood Middle. 

Q: What is something you
would want your students
to know about you as a
teacher? 
A: “I will always hear them
out and give second
chances.”

Q: What is a fun or unique
fact about yourself that
you can share with the
student body? 
A: “When I was in 10th
grade, I had purple hair that
I occasionally put into a
mohawk.” 

Emma Hunsinger & Audrey Bell
Staff Reporters

Ms. Davis Mr. Houck Ms. Partin Ms. Osteria



Video Announcements:

Take Two!  
Delaney Nicolaus
Editor-in-chief
After many years of wondering what the morning
announcers look like, FHS is back to video
announcements for another run after more than a
ten-year hiatus. Let’s learn more about the ten
seniors who help wake you up every morning! 

Monday morning announcers!

Tuesday morning announcers!

 Kennedy Mendoza:

What's something you want FHS to know about you?
"Probably that I hate bacon."

If you could eat one meal for the rest of your life, what
would it be?

I would definitely eat pasta salad... it absolutely smacks. 

Elizabeth Fisher: 

What's something you want FHS to know about you?
 I want to become an Army Officer so I am pursuing Army ROTC
programs. I love learning about fitness and nutrition, and I am

frankly obsessed with it! I love using this knowledge to help me train
for different sports and / or fitness programs like I will need to do in

the Army.
 What would you sing at karaoke night?

 I love older music, but I would have to go with a Carrie Underwood
song like “Jesus take the Wheel” or “Southbound. ”

 

 Emma Hunsinger

What's something you want FHS to know
about you?

"I love dogs. Like, I’m obsessed with my dogs."
 What did you want to be when you were

little?
 "When I was younger, I really wanted to be a

sideline reporter."
 Meghan Ripley

What's something you want FHS to know about
you?

 "I love music/ concerts, shopping, and traveling."
If you could go back in time, what year would you

travel? 
"I would go to the 70's so that I could experience the

style and go to a million Abba concerts."

Photo courtesy of Kennedy Mendoza
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Wednesday morning announcers!

Thursday morning announcers!

Friday morning announcers!

 Katie Kogler

What's something you want FHS to know about you?
 "I hope to fly USCG MH-65A Dolphin helicopters to   perform search and

rescue missions."
 What celebrity would you want to  meet for a cup of coffee?

 I" would have coffee with Freddie Mercury because he’s like awesome and a
literal queen… get it?"

 Travis  Thompson

What's something you want FHS to know about you?
"Putting a smile on someone’s face puts a smile on my own."

 What is something that always seems to brighten your day?
"People being selfless and kind. People don’t do it enough, even

though it just takes a moment or two." 

 Colin Weiss

What's something you want FHS to know about you?
"I'd want everyone to know that I love our student body and
staff and am happy to serve all of them by being a morning

announcer."
What is your biggest pet peeve? 

"My biggest pet peeve is when people are late without
advanced notice."

 Carrie Bohannon

What's something you want FHS to know about you?
"I love artsy activities! I’ve danced for 13 years and have played

piano for 9 years!"
 What is something you would never do again?

"I don’t think I'll read Lord of the Flies again. I read it in March of
2020 and didn’t really enjoy it. The pandemic stress probably didn’t

help but I don’t think I’ll read it again!"

 Delaney  Nicolaus

What's something you want FHS to know about you?
"I love the color pink and I have never had any other favorite color." 

If you had to describe yourself as an animal, which one
would it be? 

"A cat because I am scared of some random things, I sleep for long
periods of time, and I have weird bursts of energy like cats."

 Emma Marange

 What's something you want FHS to know about you?
"I love Fall and the Christmas season."

 Who in this world knows you best? 
"Devin Reddel"

Photo courtesy of Katie Kogler
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Active Minds 

Led by Mrs. Price , Mrs. Batten, and Delaney

Fairley 

“Active Minds is a national mental health

organization, and we are Fallston’s chapter of it!

Some of our goals include educating people about

mental health, reducing the stigma surrounding

mental illness, encouraging conversation about

difficult topics, and providing safety and resources

for those who need it. We just want to make sure

that everyone who is struggling at Fallston knows

that they are not alone, and we are doing that by

providing in-school awareness!” -Delaney Fairley  

Contact: delaneyfairley@student.hcps.org 

Remind: @fhsaminds 

Instagram:@fhsactiveminds 

Cougar Clubs
 

Emily Solomon
Editor-in-Chief

FCA
Led by Mrs. Canatella and multple student

leaders

“FCA or Fellowship of Christian Athletes

focuses on delivering messages through the

word of God in community of teachers and

students!” -Emma Hunsinger Contact:  Meetings will take place every

Wednesday at 7 a.m. in room 215 beginning

October 6th  Remind code: @f27bk8  

Best Buddies 

Led by Mrs. Caro , Alexis Ginski, Emma Marange

and Delaney Nicolaus 

“Best Buddies is a non-profit organization about

creating one-on-one friendships and a group

atmosphere with the buddies and peers. We spend

our time having fun, hanging out and participating

in activities and one community.”- Emma Marange 

Contact: Janice.Caro@hcps.org

Instagram:bbfallston



 

GSA
Led by Nina Grafton and Ms. Centofante

“The Gender and Sexuality Alliance is a safe

space for the LGBTQ+ community and their

allies. We discuss current issues within the

community, advocate for our LGBTQ+ peers,

and plan inclusive activities.” -Nina Grafton

Contact: Meetings in room 221 

Ninagrafton@student.hcps.org 

Remind: @fhsgense 

French Club

Led by Mrs. Finegan, Nick Ramos, Isabella

Lopresto, Devin Reddell, Alexis Ginski, Alex

Coudon, Carrie Bohannon and Brayden Hill 

“French club is all about learning about

French culture and occasionally getting hit

with a baguette!”. -Nick Ramos 

French Club hosts events "French Club

Initiation”, “B
uche de Noel" and "Poisson

d'Avril" .

Contact: nickramos@student.hcps.org or

monica.finegan@hcps.org 

Outdoors ClubLed by Mr. McLeod and Georgia Sento

 “Outdoors club is a brand new club to Fallston

trying to get people outside and those who love

the outdoors to explore unfamiliar places. We

plan to have weekly outdoor adventures for

whoever can join. Outdoors club will also host

informational meetings as well discussing the

leave no trail motto, hiking/camping etiquette,

facts about national parks, and ways to help and

get involved with the environment” -Georgia

Sento

Contact: Georgiasento@student.hcps.org



 

Girl Up Club

Led by Marin Moore and Mrs. Connelly

“Girl Up is a United Nations organization that raises

funds and awareness for feminist and intersectional

issues worldwide. Despite what its name implies,

Girl Up has members of all genders who work

together to promote gender equity in Fallston and in

the larger community. Girl Up covers issues like

period poverty, climate change, reproductive health

and rights, mental health, and beauty standards,

among many others.” -Marin Moore

Contact:  Weekly after-school meetings Fridays in

room 115 

Remind: @2021girlup 

Instagram: @fhs.girlup   

Spanish ClubLed by Mrs. Connelly and Mrs. Williams 
“Spanish Club is open to all students whether

they take a language or not.  Meetings occur

approximately every 1-2 months.  During each

meeting (fiesta) students learn about a

cultural aspect of a Spanish-speaking country

through student-led presentations, games,

and crafts”. -Senora Connelly Contact: Rhonda.Connelly@hcps.org and

Jessica.Williams@hcps.org 

Envirothon 

Led by Mr. McLeod and Georgia Sento

“Envirothon is a great club to be in if you are

passionate or would like to learn more about the

environment! We will have weekly meetings

going over and learning different sections of the

environment such as forestry, soil, water, etc. at

the end of the year we will put our knowledge to

the test competing against other schools

Envirothon across Maryland! Last year FHS

came top ten and we hope to do better this

year!” -Georgia Sento

Contact: Georgiasento@student.hcps.org



 

Service ClubLed by Mr. McLeod and Georgia Sento

“Service club is a great opportunity to give

back to the community while also receiving

service hours! We will try to have many

projects this year starting off with picking

fruit at First Fruits farm that will then be

donated to food banks and shelters.” -

Georgia Sento 
Contact: Georgiasento@student.hcps.org

Criminal Justice Club

Led by Deputy Miller 

“The CJ Club is for any and all students interested

in learning about the Sheriff’s Office and other

criminal justice components or students that just

want a club to go to with friends. We plan on

meeting at least once a month. The meetings

consist of club business, presenters of various CJ

topics as well as some field trips on weekends.

Club activities are cost free to students.” - Deputy

Miller

Contact: Brian.miller@hcps.org

You may also stop by his office, room 131 next to

Ms. Edgar’s room

Varsity ClubLed by Mrs. Grant, Mrs. Ryan and the Varsity

Student Committees "Varsity Club is a club full of Fallston Highs

Varsity athletes, dedicated to building a better

student culture and raising the school spirit. We

consist of four committees: Breakfast Committee,

Pep squad, Bulletin Board and the Fundraising

committee".-Gabby BoydContact: Meetings in the gym; times vary 

Remind Code: @fhsvc2122 

Instagram: @fhspepsquad 

Photo Courtesy of: Georgia Sento
Madison Bane takes a picture with a potato during the first

service club outing of the year.

Photo Courtesy of: Katie Kogler
Pep squad members Amanda, Jillian, Mia, Rachel, and Katie take a selfie

at the first Varsity club meeting. 



feel free to contact Colin Weiss via e-

mail , colinweiss@student .hcps .org . 

For those of you who would like to go

see the play , The shows are on Friday ,

November 5th , and Saturday , November

6th , and will begin at 7 :00 p .m . ; the

production is only one act and about an

hour in length . All six of our ITS officers ,

Delaney Fairley , President ; Marin Moore ,

Vice President ; Brenna Barrett ,

Secretary ; Bella Glorioso , Treasurer ;

Carrie Bohannon , Historian ; and Colin

Weiss , Tech Liaison , have worked hard

on choosing this play , and the cast and

crew is hard at work to create a

fantastic experience , so everyone

should come out to see it ! 

LIVE PRODUCTIONS

ARE BACK AT FHS!
Audrey Bell
Staff Reporter

GET READY FOR A SHOW
FILLED WITH TERROR! 

Attention Fallston! The Drama Company is

back and has chosen a thrilling and shocking

fall production of Night of the Living Dead. In

this play, a group of seven is trapped in a

farmhouse after a fallout from a satellite

probe has returned to Earth carrying

radiation that turns the dead into zombies.

The group is held hostage and begins to turn

on each other as the dead get closer and

closer to invading their isolated hideout. The

monochromatic play brings the classic to life

as it is frightening, has some dark humor, and

unravels into a theatrical ending.  

Unfortunately, it is too late to audition but it is

not too late to join the tech crew! Anyone can

join tech crew at any time, or as Senior Lex

Coudon says, “You can join tech crew

whenever you’re ready to sell us your soul.” 

 Their responsibilities include working in the

booth (sound and lighting), helping out

backstage, building and designing sets,

costume design, and makeup.  The cast

began rehearsals on September 23, and tech

crew members will join rehearsals sometime

in the middle of October. Rehearsals are held

every day after school and will last until 4:30

or 5:00.  If you are interested in joining tech

crew, 

Photo Courtesy of  Audrey Bell:
During their presentation of the fall production, the ITS officers 
persuaded many students to join tech crew and even
 more to audition. 





EXTRA CREDIT: NECESSARY OR NOT?
 

Recently, we found out that there will be no extra
credit opportunities, and while some might find
that unfair, I think we need to look at whether it
truly makes much of a difference.  

Some students are only able to barely pass their
classes because of extra credit points, whereas
others use it to excel at the highest level. While
extra credit is not a bad option in either of these
situations, it definitely is not necessary, and
knowing that extra credit is an option can cause
poor outcomes in students’ work. The promise of
extra credit can increase motivation because in
order to do good work on the extra credit, you
would have to understand the material covered in
class. On the other hand, it can promote
underperformance; knowing that students have a
fallback option can cause them to not do the
work they are given. Since it may cause students
to underperform, some teachers choose to only
give the option of extra credit to people who have
completed the original credits, but that could be
seen as unfair to those who do not get the chance
to earn extra points.

The true question is, is it really necessary to gain
these extra points? The answer, in most cases, is
probably a no. Some people genuinely struggle
with the material covered in certain classes, and
that is literally the only situation where extra
credit makes sense it can boost a grade and help

 develop a better understanding of the confusing
work. 

Let’s just take a look at some reasons why people
would want extra credit: boost a grade (typically
one that is already good), get credit in place of
work that was not completed, and to have an
opportunity for extra enrichment in a particular
subject. The majority of students who complete
extra credit start off with an A or B, so it is
completely unnecessary for those students to
have that opportunity. 

  If extra credit is needed because work was
simply not completed, then it is not actually
needed; students need to go back and do the
work that they did not complete rather than be
given a second option. While extra credit can be
given for extra enrichment, that still does not
mean that it is necessary. Students who want
enrichment opportunities are enjoying what
they are doing and want to learn more, but if you
really enjoy it, then why do you need credit for
the extra work? When anyone does something
that they really enjoy, that is the sole reason for
them doing it, so if you really enjoy a subject,
then the extra credit should not matter. 
While extra credit has many pros and cons, it
ultimately is not a necessary option and by
simply not providing extra credit, we can
eliminate any unfairness. 

Audrey Bell
Staff Reporter





Men’s Soccer 
Varsity Captains: Brendon Mudd, Devin Reddel, Cason Donahue 
JV Captains: Evan Shatzer, Zach Stromberger, Colby Rash 
Interviewee: Senior Captain, Brendon Mudd 
What game are you most looking forward to this season?
“The game I'm most looking forward to this year is our game against North Harford. October 13th, 6:45 at home. This is a
primetime game under the lights against one of our biggest rivals. Hopefully we can get some fans out there to show why
FHS has the best student section in the county.”
Describe your team in one word. Why would you choose this word?
“If I could describe our team in one word it would be grit, everyone plays with a chip on their shoulder. We all fight for each
other, and we all are determined to bring another banner to the school.” 

Women’s Soccer 
Varsity Captains: Emily Solomon, Gabby Boyd, Jillian Crawford, Kennedy
Mendoza, Katherine King 
JV Captains: Anna Miller, Abby Richard, Elise Buckler, Makenzie Mazor 
Interviewee: Junior Captain, Katherine King 
What game are you most looking forward to this season?
“The game I am looking forward to most this season is CMW because my club
teammates play there, and I think the atmosphere we will have for the game that
night is going to be very memorable.”
Describe your team in one word. Why would you choose this word?
“Describing my team in one word would be difficult but, I think the word would
have to be relentless. We are out to prove to people who think they can beat us
and think we are not a worthy opponent, that we can compete, and I think our
team will do anything to prove that. With that, getting to states is a goal that we
believe is very plausible and we want to put everything out there to reach that
goal.”

Fall sports are back!Fall sports are back!
Emma Hunsinger
Staff Reporter

Football 
Varsity Captains: Dylan Wheeler, Seth Strang, Aiden Dixon 
Interviewee: Junior Captain, Aiden Dixon
What game are you most looking forward to this
season?
”I am looking forward to the North Harford game.”
Describe your team in one word. Why would you
choose this word?
“I would say dedicated because we all want to work to get
better and we are all dedicated to win.”

Photo Courtesy of Dylan Wheeler:
The varsity team walks onto their home turn

led by senior captains Dylan Wheeler and
Seth Strang.

Photo Courtesy of Mr. Hoover:
The Varsity girls hold up the #1 after winning a play day

tournament at North Harford! 
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Cheerleading 
Captains: Jordan Solomon and Destiny Shoobridge 
Interviewee: Junior, Morgan Bolesta 
Is the team participating in any competitions this year? If so, how
many and which are you most looking forward to? 
“We do have a few competitions this year! I am most excited for the
Halloween one where each team dresses up in costumes and competes! I
am also super excited for the homecoming week game because those are
always fun.” 
Describe your team in one word. Why would you choose this word?
“In one word, my team would probably be persistent. Even with a small team
and plenty of injuries/setbacks we are all pretty determined and stoked to
start our competition season.” 

Men’s Cross Country 
Captains: Quinn Daly, Alex Xavier, Bryce Kahler 
Interviewee:  Senior Captain, Quinn Daly
What game are you most looking forward to this
season?
“I am most looking forward to Frank Keyser invitation at
Boonboro High school. It comes up around Halloween
and the team gets a little spooky.” 
Describe your team in one word. Why would you
choose this word?
“One word for the cross-country team is active. Because
we ready to get active.”

Field Hockey 
Varsity Captains: Jena Vanskiver and Savanna Henderson 
JV Captains: EK, Harper Canatella, Sara Drzik 
Interviewee: Senior Captain, Jena Vanskiver 
What game are you most looking forward to this season?
“I am really looking forward to the Northeast game this year because
not only will it be an intense game, but it is also Rec Night and I'm so
excited for the little girls I coach to get to watch us play!”
Describe your team in one word. Why would you choose this
word?
“Family. This year is like no other I have had on the team. The bond that
the team has this year is unmatched, and I am so grateful for how close
we were able to become. It makes me work harder and enjoy the sport
more than ever!”

Women’s Cross Country 
Captains: Ava Brown, Elizabeth Fisher, Emily
Atha 
Interviewee: Senior captain, Ava Brown 
What game are you most looking
forward to this season?
“I am most looking forward to the regional
cross-country meet. The Varsity women's
team has a lot of strong runners this year. We
have the potential to qualify as a team and
run at the state meet.”
Describe your team in one word. Why
would you choose this word?
“I would describe the women's team as
promising. For the past couple of years, we
have not made it to the state meet as a team.
This year we have a much greater chance.
Everyone is excited and working hard to
achieve this goal.”

Photo Courtesy of Mr. Hoover:
Athletic director Mr. Hoover snaps a selfie of the JV

and Varsity field hockey teams after their first
tryout.

Photo Courtesy of Morgan Bolesta:
The ladies line up on the mat read to cheer on the

varsity football team in their first home game. 

Photo Courtesy of Emily Atha:
The top runners from Fallston’s cross country team pose for a

photo after completing the “Bull Run”.



Women’s Volleyball 
Varsity Captains: Abby Ruth, Amanda Sharpe, Allie Book 
JV captains: Kailey Frounfelker and Grace Pfaff 
Interviewee: Senior Captain, Abby Ruth 
What game are you most looking forward to this season?
“So, the games I am most looking forward to are definitely the ones against
CMW, Perryville High, and Patterson Mill. I feel these games will be the most
evenly matched and will be close games."
Describe your team in one word. Why would you choose this word?
“In one word I would describe the team as 'resilient.' Throughout the season we
have been presented a multitude of challenges and obstacles but every time we
come out stronger and better, especially with the help from our great coach, Bill
Stewart. Even when we were down 8 points on the last set of the CMW game, no
one gave up and we came back for the win.”

Golf 
Captain: Marin Moore 
Interviewee: Senior captain, Marin Moore
What game are you most looking forward to this season?
“I am most looking forward to our county championship, the last event of our
season. More of our players will compete in that championship than in any other
match or tournament, making it a fun day for the entire team. It is not a match, but I
am also looking forward to our miniature Ryder Cup following the county
championship, where we split the team into two groups and play a nine-hole
alternate shot competition to end the season.” 
Describe your team in one word. Why would you choose this word?
“Committed. Beyond our commitment to improving our game, playing our best in
every match, and representing Fallston well, we are committed to building a
supportive and friendly team dynamic.”

 I am so happy I got to hear from all these Fallston
athletes! I will be attending the events they are looking

forward to this season. Let us all show up and cheer on our
fellow student athletes. Go Cougars!  

Men’s Volleyball 
Varsity Captain: Ryan Perez 
JV Captain: Jack Killough
Interviewee: Senior Brennan Steffes 
What game are you most looking forward to this season?
“I’m most looking forward to playing C. Milton Wright.” 
Describe your team in one word. Why would you choose
this word?
“If I had to describe our team in one word I would say
committed, our team is always diving for balls.”

Photo Courtesy of Marin Moore:
Freshman Jupiter Moore lines up for a putt

in Fallston’s match against Bel Air and
Patterson Mill.

Photo Courtesy of Alexis
Ginski:

 Juniors Jack Price and Jake
Siemsen pose with senior

Brennan Steffes after defeating
Edgewood. 

Photo Courtesy of Abby Ruth:
The team jumps up and down in celebration of

defeating C. Milton Wright. 



Reagan Makfinsky,
a senior at Fallston,
committed to the
University of Mary
Washington to play
division three
lacrosse on July
2nd, 2021.
Makfinsky is a
defender who has
been playing
lacrosse for 12
years! She chose
UMW because she
“loved the campus
and the team
atmosphere.”
Makfinsky is most
excited to “see
outside of Fallston.”  

Cougar Commitments
Emma Hunsinger
Staff Reporter

Emily Solomon is a senior
at FHS who has been
playing lacrosse for 10
years. She committed to
Lynn University August 29
th, 2021, to play division
two lacrosse in college.
Solomon is very excited
about attending Lynn but is
most excited about
“getting to experience
living in a new state and
meeting new people.” She
is also looking forward to
new opportunities she may
receive, such as “studying
abroad, undergraduate
research, and internships.”
Solomon chose Lynn
because it is in Florida,
which is “the perfect state
for becoming a marine
veterinarian.” She loved
the school right away,
saying “when I met the
coaches, girls, and saw the
campus, I knew I wanted to
go there, and honestly
everything fell right into
place.”  

Madeline Eckstein, a senior
lacrosse goalie at FHS,
committed to University of
Tampa August 20th , 2021.
She has been playing
lacrosse since 2nd  grade
and is super excited for this
next step in her athletic
career. She says Tampa has
“always been at the top of
[her] list” because “it was D2
so [she] could have the
perfect balance between
school and sports”. She also
chose Tampa because of its
location – “Right by the
beach, and far enough from
home that I could have
independence but a great
enough area that my family
could come down to visit
and get a vacation out of it.”
Eckstein is following in her
family’s footsteps after her
father played lacrosse at
Salisbury and her sister is
playing at University of
Florida. Eckstein is most
excited for Fall Ball because
she will get to bond with her
team both on and off the
field.   

Photo Courtesy of Emily Solomon: Photo Courtesy of Reagan Makfinsky: Photo Courtesy of  Maddie Eckstein:
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